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Introduction on r enewable energy in Slovakia

- considerable growth  of renewable energy  after millenium,
mainly solar and wind energy

- special attention has been paid to wind energy.

- wind energy parks in 3 Slovak regions i Cerova, Ostry Vrch
and Skalité.

- initial very positive response from the side of public was later
mixed with opposing attitudes.

- susta inability of the wind energy power stations have been
intensively discussed and heavily challenged, taking into

account not only the mere technical aspects of wind energy but
also more general aspects of sustrainability, e.g. balanced

spatial development.

- further expansion of the wind energy in Slovakia has been
considerably slowed down and public-opposition player a major
role.
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Wind energy:

Positive aspects

- no emission and no primary dump Ing sites , no or very low
primary negative impact on human health

- production is not depending on the prices of inputs

- relatively low service expenditures

- step toward energetic independence

- wind energy facilities might be completely removed after their
life cycle expectancy

Negative aspects :

- noice (50 -60 dB in 40m distance) , stroboscopic effect (light
rays frequency during sunset/sunrise) , icing

- cumulative negative impact on biotop and animals (birds,
butterflies, chiroptera

- negative impact on visual characteristics of landscape,
especially those with natural and cultural values (subjective, but
playing a major role in recent disputes)
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Public opinion development in general:

- studies in Europe show moderate/strong support for the

implementation of wind enery

- surveys have shown general support confronted by local

opposition (Wolsink 2005, Kalldelis 2004)

- the key question is not tacking the national environmental

policies, but rather individual renewable energy solution

- poor communication is prevalent and plays a major role

(Wolsink 2005)

- public attitudes surveys are superficial, ad hoc questionnaires

Al acking clear conceptual framewor k,
theories on attitude formationn ( Wol
-hnDespite a plethora of empirical st
and reliable methodological tools for operationalizing public
perceptions of wi nWright2o0OB)s i ( Devi ne

- underlying roots of misunderstandings lay probably deeper

than obvious NIMBY theories...



